For immediate release
PwC Cambridge spearhead initiative to hear views on the drivers of business growth across Cambridgeshire & Peterborough
New piece of qualitative research gives local businesses the opportunity to have their say via an online survey 
Cambridge UK: Monday 12th February 2018: A new survey, facilitated by PwC Cambridge, in conjunction with Cambridge Ahead, ‘Business being Heard’, launches today, Monday 12th February.  The survey provides businesses with the chance to have their say, as well the opportunity to take part in ‘deep dive’ interviews, which will also be conducted by PwC Cambridge.  The output of this survey, alongside material from other research parties, will add to the call for evidence issued by the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Independent Economic Review (CPIER).
PwC Cambridge believe that all businesses in the region should have the opportunity to provide real insight into what they feel impacts or inhibits growth and what they want to see addressed as part of the independent economic review.  It views the survey as a substantial, tangible way of achieving qualitative detail at the same time as quantitative contribution. 
Commenting for PwC Cambridge, Senior Office Partner Sian Steele said: “We are delighted to be working alongside Cambridge Ahead on this vital piece of research. We see the value that businesses in the region bring locally, as well as on the world stage, but also the challenges they face. This is an exciting and vibrant region but we need to ensure the eco-system remains effective.”
Phil Melia, Fast Growth and Private Business Leader at PwC Cambridge, is the driving force behind the survey. Phil commented: “It’s always fascinating to hear what attracts businesses to this area, what keeps them here and, conversely, what factors influence them to consider moving away. This survey gives business leaders a vehicle via which to have their say – it gives business a voice.  Both the survey and the in-depth interviews will provide the CPIER commission with real stories from real businesses - ‘business being heard’.” 
Jane Paterson-Todd, CEO of Cambridge Ahead added: “Working with one of our members in this way is a superb method of obtaining current data to input into the CPIER call for evidence. In addition, as part of an ongoing initiative, this work led by PwC Cambridge will enable a regular dialogue with our local businesses and we are keen to see what qualitative information is uncovered.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]The ‘Business being Heard’ survey will take business leaders approximately 20 minutes to complete online. PwC Cambridge would also like to hear from businesses willing to participate in more detailed, in-depth interviews. If you would like to be involved in an interview please email UK_bizheard@pwc.com. Alternatively, to participate in the survey, please go to the following website http://bit.ly/bizheard

ENDS

Press Contact:
Faye Holland, Founder & Director, Cofinitive
T: 07860 863036
E: press@cpier.org.uk
PwC Contact
John Compton PwC
T: 07799 346925
E: john.compton@pwc.com

Notes to Editors:
All mentioned in the release are available for interview. Please contact John or Faye as appropriate.

About PwC
At PwC, our purpose is to build trust in society and solve important problems. We’re a network of firms in 157 countries with more than 223,000 people who are committed to delivering quality in assurance, advisory and tax services. Find out more and tell us what matters to you by visiting us at www.pwc.com.
PwC refers to the PwC network and/or one or more of its member firms, each of which is a separate legal entity. Please see www.pwc.com/structure for further details.
 © 2018 PwC. All rights reserved.

About Cambridge Ahead
Cambridge Ahead is a business and academic member group dedicated to the successful growth of Cambridge and its region in the long term. Its vision for Cambridge is to be the pre-eminent small city in the world. The group aims to represent the city’s business community and our partners who share its vision, by offering soundly-based opinion and be an advocate for Cambridge to local and national governments about the opportunities and needs of the region. Cambridge Ahead are politically non-aligned. Some of the largest and most influential organisations in the Cambridge region make up Cambridge Ahead’s membership, including ARM, AstraZeneca, Addenbrookes and Marshall of Cambridge. For more information visit www.cambridgeahead.co.uk


